






COAHOMA COUNTY

I am a Negro, 21 years old.
On February 6, 1962, when I was 19, I was walking with a 
young man down a Clarksdale street when Clarksdale police 
officers ___________ and ___________ stopped us and 
accused me of having been involved in a theft.  I was taken to 
jail by the officers and they forced me to unclothe and lie on 
my back.  

One of the officers beat me between my legs with a belt.  A 
few minutes later, the other officer began to beat me across 
my naked breasts.

SIGNED: Bessie Turner

What comes across clearly in these 
testimonials is the brutality of the police 
and the state terrorism that was deployed 
primarily against the black citizens of 
Mississippi.  By the time the Mississippi 
Papers were published in 1965, Medgar 
Evers had been gunned down in Jackson, 
Mississippi by Byron De La Beckwith (a 
member of the White Citizen s̒ Council), 
Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, 
and James Chaney had been lynched near 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, and the 1964 
Freedom Summer had come and gone.  
Mississippi was a hotbed of racism and 
social unrest.  The following six state-
ments and affidavits offer more insight 
into this reality and point to the role that 
the police played in instigating and 
perpetuating violence.













On the evening of August 1, 1963, I requested a couple of aspirins because I 
was feeling very ill because of the excessive heat and poor food.  I was told 
by a police officer, “If niggers were not so hot-headed they would not be in 
here.” I was finally given the aspirins.

On August 2, 1963, at approximately 10 in the morning, Officer A_______ 
came to our cell and asked us if we thought this was a hotel, that we had to 
work.  We were made to work in 
the heat of the day cutting grass 
with sling blades and hoes in the 
oilmill area of town.  We were 
ordered to work under the threat 
that if we did not work we would 
be taken back to the cell and the 
heat would be turned on again.
I became very ill because of the 
excessive heat and the poor food.  
I was taken back to the city jail 
and treated by the jail doctor 
despite the fact that I had asked 
to be treated by my own doctor.  I 
understood there were rumors 
that I had suffered a heat 
stroke.







COAHOMA COUNTY
I am 24 years old, and I reside in Clarksdale, Mississippi.
At about 1 p.m. on Sunday, July 12, 1964, I was in the Laundromat on State Street, next to the __________ Store.  Although the 
store has no signs up, this is understood to be a “white” laundromat.  My clothes were in the washer when the owner of the store 
came in accompanied by two policemen.  He told me to get out and be quick about it, so I left.  The police car followed me and about 
three blocks away pulled me over to the side.  They asked to see my driver s̒ license.  They said I had failed to signal a turn.  Then 
they took me down to the jail.  There Police Officer A__________ and two other officers began to beat me.  They hit me with both 
their fists and with a billy club, causing my mouth to bleed.  Officer A_______ asked me what business I had in that place (the 
laundromat). He also said, “Do you know youʻre a nigger and are going to stay a nigger?” This was all going on while they were 
hitting me. Then they locked me up, and I was later released after making $64 bond on charges of “resisting arrest” and “failure to 
signal.”  At no time did I put up any resistance to arrest.

SIGNED: James A. Campbell    
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